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Hawaii State Senate 
Leadership and Committee Memberships 

2007-2008 
 

President:  Colleen Hanabusa 
Vice President:  Donna Mercado Kim 
Majority Leader:  Gary L. Hooser 
Majority Floor Leader:  David Y. Ige 
Majority Caucus Leader:  Shan S. Tsutsui 
Majority Policy Leader:  Les Ihara, Jr. 
 
 

Majority Whips: Norman Sakamoto 
 Suzanne Chun Oakland 
President Emeritus:  Robert Bunda 
Minority Leader:  Fred Hemmings 
Minority Floor Leader:  Paul Whalen 
Minority Policy Leader:  Mike Gabbard 

Commerce, Consumer Protection 
and Affordable Housing (CPH) 
Taniguchi, Brian T. (Chair) 
Ige, David Y. (Vice Chair) 
Espero, Will 
Ihara, Jr., Les 
Sakamoto, Norman 
Slom, Sam 
 
 
Economic Development and 
Taxation (EDT) 
Fukunaga, Carol (Chair) 
Espero, Will (Vice Chair) 
English, J. Kalani 
Ige, David Y. 
Slom, Sam 
 
 
Education (EDU) 
Sakamoto, Norman (Chair) 
Tokuda, Jill N. (Vice Chair) 
Chun Oakland, Suzanne 
Hee, Clayton 
Nishihara, Clarence K. 
Taniguchi, Brian T. 
Gabbard, Mike 
 
 
Energy and Environment (ENE) 
Menor, Ron (Chair) 
Hooser, Gary L. (Vice Chair) 
Ihara, Jr., Les 
Kokubun, Russell S. 
Trimble, Gordon 
 
 
 

Health (HTH) 
Ige, David Y. (Chair) 
Fukunaga, Carol (Vice Chair) 
Baker, Rosalyn H. 
Menor, Ron 
Whalen, Paul 
 
 
Human Services and Public 
Housing (HSP) 
Chun Oakland, Suzanne (Chair) 
Ihara, Jr., Les (Vice Chair) 
Sakamoto, Norman 
Hemmings, Fred 
 
 
Intergovernmental and Military 
Affairs (IGM) 
Inouye, Lorraine R. (Chair) 
Tsutsui, Shan S. (Vice Chair) 
Hemmings, Fred 
 
 
Judiciary and Labor (JDL) 
Hee, Clayton (Chair) 
Kokubun, Russell S. (Vice Chair) 
Inouye, Lorraine R. 
Nishihara, Clarence K. 
Gabbard, Mike 
 
 
Public Safety (PBS) 
Espero, Will (Chair) 
Nishihara, Clarence K. (Vice Chair) 
Sakamoto, Norman 
Whalen, Paul 
 
 
 

Tourism and Government 
Operations (TSG) 
Nishihara, Clarence K. (Chair) 
Kim, Donna Mercado (Vice Chair) 
Tsutsui, Shan S. 
Trimble, Gordon 
 
 
Transportation and International 
Affairs (TIA) 
English, J. Kalani (Chair) 
Inouye, Lorraine R. (Vice Chair) 
Espero, Will 
Hooser, Gary L. 
Taniguchi, Brian T. 
Tsutsui, Shan S. 
Gabbard, Mike 
 
 
Water, Land, Agriculture and 
Hawaiian Affairs (WAH) 
Kokubun, Russell S. (Chair) 
Tokuda, Jill N. (Vice Chair) 
Fukunaga, Carol 
Hee, Clayton 
Slom, Sam 
 
 
Ways and Means (WAM) 
Baker, Rosalyn H. (Chair) 
Tsutsui, Shan S. (Vice Chair) 
Chun Oakland, Suzanne 
English, J. Kalani 
Fukunaga, Carol 
Hooser, Gary L.  
Kim, Donna Mercado 
Menor, Ron 
Tokuda, Jill N. 
Hemmings, Fred 
Whalen, Paul 

* Senate President Emeritus is an ex-officio non-voting member on all Committees. 


